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man who steps into the quicksands of evil life,
how can he ever come back? If in the early
years of being heir-apparent he conducted himself
in this way, what chance was there of his suc-
ceeding as king ? If the Yuvaraja is righteous,
people might agree to his becoming a king. If
he strays, they might say that they do not want
such a man and ask that someone better might
rule them. Thought of all this gave Lakshumamba
much fear. She had a feeling that further evil
was in store for the country ; and was greatly
disturbed and distressed.

This was some two years ago ; things had
become worse since then. There was in those
days quite a small town on the top of the hill
at Penukonda. It was then usual for the well-
to-do people of the place, when there was a siege,
to run to the top with the more valuable of their
possessions. These people had small houses
inside the hill-fort. The king himself had a small
palace there with a temple beside and a pond
attached to the temple. In normal years there
used to be a floating festival on this pond for the
Narasimha worshipped in the temple. After
Alakasundari arrived, the prince visited the
hill three or four times each year. She liked to
float on a raft in water. There was a big tank